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unscrupulous. As a Protestant he disliked
James's measures; as a man of unsatisfied am-
bitions he had his grievances. But he would not
burn his boats until he must. It was against
his nature to resign his commissions or to com-
mit himself irretrievably by joining the exiles in
Holland, for then he could not have righted
himself with the King if things went wrong. He
did make an attempt to compromise between
personal interest and abhorrence of James's
policy by seeking command of an English regi-
ment abroad, but what he would never do was
to exclude himself from the thick of events.